
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter 19th November 2021 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Mr O’Mahony 
Acting Executive 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents 
As ever a really busy, but enjoyable couple of weeks in school have flown past and we have 
had some great events in school, amongst all the usual learning opportunities in class. Last 
Friday saw our School Environment Day, and the children had the opportunity to make a 
cushion out of recycled materials and a beeswax sandwich covering, again using some old 
(but cleaned!) sheets and some beeswax. We were so grateful to Phil, Henry and Polly’s dad, 
for gamely coming into school on Friday afternoon and volunteering to oversee the beeswax 
sandwich wrappings – we literally couldn’t have done it without him so his time was so 
valued. Thank you. I think if we are to attempt a whole school sewing afternoon again we 
will definitely need to rope in some more volunteers – and definitely buy some bigger 
needles – but the children were their usual glorious selves all afternoon: patient, kind to 
others, caring and really resilient in the face of constantly having to re-thread their needles! 
Some fabulous cushions were produced in the end and we are really grateful to all the 
parents who stepped in at 3.00p.m. to help at the final furlong. Thank you also to everyone 
who gave us their plastic recycling last week. Owls class sorted and classified this in the 
morning of School Environment Day, and we will be drawing up a whole school plan to care 
for the environment going forward, including how to reduce our plastics use, and this will be 
shared with you all when we have decided on our strategy. We have now sent all your 
plastics for recycling. 
‘A Year in Clyst Hydon’ - Last week also saw our first ‘Connecting with our Natural World’ 
walk. These will take place every week throughout the year with a different theme and focus 
each week. Last week, for the first one, we focused on Curiosity which is one of our 6 core 
values. Children asked ‘What can I hear, what can I see, what/how do I feel?’ and were asked 
to observe and notice as they walked. Once back in school Owls Class started their weekly 
Blog under the theme ‘A Year in Clyst Hydon’ and Puffins class started their big book ‘A Year 
in Clyst Hydon’ which will be displayed in our main school corridor all year. If anyone has any 
old wellies at home that are still sturdy enough to be worn, but are surplus to requirements 
we would love to have a stash of spare wellies in school in case wellies are forgotten on a 
Friday, or suddenly spring a leak, so please send any in that we could use. Thank you. 
Parent Forum – the first Parent Forum will be on Tuesday 30th November at 2.40 p.m. 
(please note the new time). This first Parent Forum is just a chance to talk through our core 
values, our school development plan and the areas we are working on this year. There 
should also be some time at the end for any questions you might have or any suggestions for 
the next parent forum topics. Please do come along if you can. This will take place in the 
library and will finish in time for you to collect your children. 
Dropping off and Collecting Children – although we pride ourselves on being a small friendly 
school, where we know our parents and children incredibly well, we do need for 
safeguarding reasons to follow the principles of all schools in terms of dropping off and 
collecting children. If your child arrives at school any time after 9.00 a.m. when the rest of 
the children have left the playground, please could you bring your child to the school office 
where Mrs Stevens will then sign them in and she will then take them to class. If you need to 
collect your child early from school, please could you again follow the same principle of 
going to the school office to tell Mrs Stevens you have arrived and she will go and collect 
your child from class for you, along with their belongings. This is partly for safeguarding 
reasons and partly because it can sometimes be a bit disruptive to the other children if 
someone else’s parent suddenly appears in the classroom. We appreciate your help with this 
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Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed 
to Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School 
Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

Parents evening – you should all now have received an invitation to come along for the first parents evening of the 
year. You can choose to attend this in person or via Zoom in keeping with Covid guidelines to schools. Please could you 
let Mrs Stevens know by Monday morning (22nd November) if you would like a Zoom appointment, and then the link 
can be emailed to you. This first appointment of the year is a 10 minute appointment just to discuss how your child has 
been settling into their new year group, and with an emphasis on how they are progressing with their maths and 
English, and their confidence and happiness in school in general. If we find during your appointment that there is a 
need to talk in more detail about anything, we will need to make a further appointment with you for another time, as 
we do not want to keep parents waiting beyond their appointment time on this occasion. We hope that you 
understand this. 
 
Plants We have lots of plans and lots of offered help to really develop our school environment this year and not only 
make it more beautiful and a really special place to learn, but also use it as an opportunity to become more planet 
friendly and teach our children as much as possible about the environment and our responsibility to it. This links to our 
value of ‘Connecting to our Natural World’. We ideally want to bring the outside in and vice versa, and so not only are 
we going to develop and enhance our grounds, but also bring the natural world inside the school. If you have any 
plants that you would like to donate to the school, either for inside or for outside, then we would love to care for them 
for you, either temporarily (maybe over Winter when they need some TLC inside) or more permanently. Thank you. 
The children will have made Terrariums in school today using moss collected on our walk, and some little ‘bambino’ 
plants very kindly donated by Mrs Rensburg’s mother. They will be caring for them in school throughout the year, and 
you should see them around school looking fantastic. 
 
Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Puffins class, as part of their maths work, the children have been consolidating knowledge using their number bonds 
and in science the children have learned about the properties of various materials, whether they are porous or non-
porous.  
 

     
 
An example of the cushion covers produced on Environment Day. 

Our Gallery 

 
Collecting moss to make  
terrariums. 

  Ready to assemble our terrariums. 

Examining our moss in detail under the microscope. 

 

 

In Owls class, the children made 
circuits and tested them. 
 


