
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 03.12.2021 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Mr O’Mahony 
Acting Executive 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents, 
 
It seems incredible that December has already arrived and the end of term is now only 2 
weeks away. We have certainly started our Christmas countdown in school now, with regular 
rehearsals for our end of term play, and other Christmas related activities such as Christingle 
making for our service this afternoon. The children have been brilliant, and patient, as we 
have been giving them roles for the end of term play, and assigning them places to stand. 
The singing is getting better and better and I am sure that by the time the ‘big day’ arrives 
(Wednesday 15th December 2.30 p.m. after the Christmas lunch!) everything will be 
perfected and ready to get you all into the Christmas spirit. 
 
Our lovely Friday morning nature walks have become a regular feature of the school week 
now, and we intend to keep these going, come rain or shine (within reason) throughout the 
year, so that we can observe the passing seasons and really connect with the nature around 
us. The amazing questions the children ask on these walks and the perceptive and intelligent 
comments they make, never fail to astound me, and the walks have become a wonderful 
part of the week, bonding the whole school together and bringing the village wildlife to life 
for us all. Last week we learnt about the Beaufort Scale and then went for our walk to 
observe the affect the wind had on things around us. One excellent question I remember a 
child asking was, ‘Why are the clouds being blown so quickly through the sky by the wind, 
when the tree branches are hardly moving?’ Like with all good teachers and parents, we 
don’t usually answer the question straight away, but we get the children to consider the 
question themselves and come up with some ideas, before explaining whatever observation 
they have made, to them. You are welcome to join us on our Friday walk if you ever find 
yourself free at just after 9 a.m. on a Friday morning. We have a different focus for our walk 
each week, which Mrs Rensburg expertly plans, and it’s always a very mindful, relaxing but 
educational time. 
 
 

Lunchtimes 
Although our children are obviously allowed to play the 
games they choose at lunchtimes, we have also been 
trying to give them a range of different and enjoyable 
activities to choose from to keep them interested and 
happy. We have sorted through some of the school 
costumes and we now have some wonderful chests that 
contain some fabulous costumes that the children can 
dress up in during their breaks. To the left are some of 
the most popular costumes currently, sported by some 
of the Owls class. 
 

Parent Forum – I am so sorry that I had to cancel the 
Parent’s Forum this week due to illness. I plan to run it 
next Tuesday instead, once again at 2.40 p.m. and I look 
forward to seeing anyone there who would like to learn 
a little more about our new values and plans for the 
year ahead. It will be held in the school library. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hodder 
I am really sorry to have to let you know, but Mrs Hodder, who has been with our school for several years, will be leaving 
Clyst Hydon at the end of this term. Mrs Hodder is really well-liked by all our children and is a very valuable member of the 
school community and we are so sorry to lose her, along with her excellent teaching and support for our children; but 
juggling her work with her family life was proving just a little too tricky at this time, and she has decided to step back from 
her role here. I know that you will join all of us in wishing her well for the future and if there is anyone who would like to 
make a contribution towards a leaving gift for Mrs Hodder, then please take it to the school office where Mrs Stevens will 
be keeping the collection before a gift is purchased. Please could any contributions be with Mrs Stevens by Friday 10th 
December so that we have time to buy a gift and then present it at the end of the Christmas production on Wednesday 
15th December. Thank you. 
 
New member of staff 
Mr Mellor and I interviewed for a new teacher to replace Mrs Hodder on Thursday 2nd December and I am delighted to 
inform you that we have appointed an excellent candidate called Ms Liddell. Ms Liddell comes to us with almost 30 years 
of experience as a teacher and a really wonderful and varied career. We felt she was a really good fit for our school, and 
our school values, as she is very creative as an artist and musician, and she is passionate about science, the natural world, 
and the diversity of the global world. She’s also very up-to-date on children’s books and has a lot of experience developing 
the use of school libraries and promoting reading. Ms Liddell will be teaching the Owls class whilst I have my Headteacher 
time and she will also be teaching the Puffins whilst Mrs Rensburg has her PPA time. I hope that you will all get to meet 
her soon and she will be joining us 3 days a week from January. 
 
After school clubs 
We have had a great sports teacher running an after-school club on a Thursday this half term called Rory. Rory planned a 
different sports skill to teach each week, and he is enthusiastic and skilled. The only problem is that he has had so few 
children to work with! Originally 10 children signed up to do this club, which we have funded from our school PE budget, 
but most weeks only 3 or 4 children have actually come along. We really want to be able to provide our children with a 
sports club at least one afternoon a week after school, but with only 3 or 4 children to work with, it is not really viable 
going forwards. Please could you think about whether your child would enjoy coming along to an after-school sports club 
run by a qualified and really enthusiastic and lovely sports coach next term, and let Mrs Stevens know as soon as possible 
so that we can let Rory know whether he will have a club to run next term. If it continues to just be 3 or at most 4 children 
who come along, then unfortunately, even with parents making a contribution next term, it won’t be viable for us, or for 
Rory, to continue to run this club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SILVER BADGE 
Congratulations to Isla, who last week managed to achieve her 100th Star and was awarded her silver badge. We are all 
really proud of her achievement. We now have 4 children in school who have managed to gain their SILVER badge for 
excellent work, manners and attitude: Rose, Katie, Noah and Isla and we know lots of the other children are also getting 
close, so I am shining up the rest of the silver badges ready to present soon.  
Next stop after SILVER.....GOLD, which takes 175 STARS to earn.  

 
 
Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 

 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed 
to Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School 
Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

         


