
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 6th September 2021 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Mr O’Mahony 
Acting Executive 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents, 

It’s the end of the first full week of term for the children, and it already feels like we’ve all 
been back together in school for weeks. The children are all settled in and are working away 
brilliantly, impressing us all with their enthusiasm, their resilience and their joy in their 
learning. I have worked in many different schools in my career, but Clyst Hydon really is one 
of the friendliest communities I have had the pleasure to work in. This year, we aim to build 
on all the fantastic work that has been going on in the school up to this point, and to develop 
lots of things further, as well as bringing in some new ideas, traditions and community links. I 
am so grateful to all the parents who have come to see me already to offer their help, their 
support and their ideas. Everyone’s ideas and views are so welcomed and once we are 
properly settled into the term and have made sure everything in our classes is running 
smoothly, we will be inviting parents in to discuss these ideas further and think about our 
plans for this year and beyond. 

After all the disruption after the last 18 months due to Covid, we are trying to ensure that 
school now feels as much like a ‘normal’ school as is possible, especially for the children, 
whilst obviously ensuring we all stay Covid secure. Handwashing is still encouraged on a very 
regular basis, the school is very well ventilated and all the staff are taking a lateral flow test 
twice a week. The government still encourages families with school-age children to take 
lateral flow tests twice a week too, so if you are doing this in your families, we are really 
grateful to have that extra layer keeping us all as safe as possible. We obviously hope there 
will be no further disruption to our children’s education this year, and we are now working 
on ensuring that we address any previous areas of learning that need consolidation, as well 
as planning a curriculum for the children this year that is inspiring and ensures deep and 
purposeful learning. 

If there are any parents or grandparents with a spare hour or two they could devote to our 
school, to read with and to the children, we would be so delighted to hear from you. With all 
the new safeguarding procedures that schools need to adhere to, we do have an ‘application 
form’ that any volunteers do need to fill in so that we keep our children safe, but it shouldn’t 
be too onerous. Children relish the opportunity to read with and to an enthusiastic and 
friendly adult, and those are the only ‘skills’ that are really required, so if you feel this is 
something that you would enjoy, then we would really enjoy having you in our school. 
Volunteers are such an integral and valuable part of a school, so please do think about 
‘applying’ even if you know you can’t necessarily make it into school every week of the year, 
as all time shared is so appreciated. 

Next week we will be sending home the curriculum overview for this term, along with 
information about some ideas for home learning that we would like to share with parents. 

Have a lovely weekend – September can be such a glorious month so let’s hope we have 
some late summer/early autumn sunshine. 

Joanna Rousseau 

Head of School     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonjour / Buenos Dias 

We have decided that we are going to continue teaching French to the children this year, rather than changing to Spanish 
for a year, as the long-term plan suggested. Repetition is one of the key teaching strategies for learning a language and so 
it makes sense to build on the foundations they started last year, in order to develop their knowledge further this year, 
rather than having to put that learning on hold and learn a totally different vocabulary. It also helps that Miss ROUSSEAU 
(as well as having a French name!) has an A level in French and that Mrs Simon who works in the Owls class 3 days a week, 
is actually French, so it seemed silly not to take advantage of this. We hope you understand and that your children will 
really enjoy developing their language skills further each year. 

What a lovely class the Owls are. I have so enjoyed getting to know them this week. We have started our new History 
topic which is ‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ - an incredibly long period of history (or prehistory). We studied a recreation of a 
Stone Age village, thinking about how our own lives are different from the way people lived then, and then we did an 
activity where we contemplated what Stone Age people needed in order to survive and what they made/found to help 
them to survive. We also created a TV advert for a bow and arrow. We have worked really hard doing a few assessments 
in maths and English this week – not always the most fun but the children have really tried hard with them all, and they 
are so useful to do as they really help the teachers know exactly what each child needs to learn to make progress. We had 
a great morning picking blackberries and then making a crumble. The blackberry picking gave us a link to the Stone Age 
people we are studying, as berry picking was an important part of their diet, but the butter, flour and sugar that we then 
used for the crumble would not have been so familiar to the early stone age people at all. 

Our current class story book is the ‘Nothing to See Here Hotel’ which everyone is really enjoying listening to, and our 
English work is going to be linked to the book ‘I am Cat’. The children are going to be writing their own book about a 
different creature using really aspirational and well-chosen vocabulary, and then parents will be invited in at the end of 
the day on a school day when they are finished, to hear the children reading them. I am really looking forward to seeing 
what they come up with for their own book – they are a creative bunch in Owls class. 

In Puffins class, our topic work is based on ‘Clyst Hydon and our Environment’; In art we are exploring colour, in 
geography we are learning about compass points and directions, and in science we will be looking at the seasons. Our 
books this term will be ‘Beegu’ and ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’.  
 
   
 

    
               

   
 

Puffins Class 

Owls Class 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed 
to Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School 
Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

Our Gallery 

   

 

An exploration of shape 
and colour; Puffins’ class 
book and a playdoh model 
of Beegu. 
 
Our wonderful crumbles  
using blackberries and 
apples. 


