
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 1st October 2021 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

 

Mr O’Mahony 
Acting Executive 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents, 
 
Today marks the start of October and the children have been back at school for 4 weeks. 
Lots of laughter has been shared, new friendships have been forged, new learning has taken 
place and we have been able to celebrate ‘the whole child’ as much as possible by ensuring 
key skills in maths, English and science are being developed alongside all those other 
fantastic subjects that nourish the soul such as art, music and design. Curriculum Jigsaws are 
being shared with you today which should give you an insight into this half term’s learning – 
any questions about anything please do ask. 
The weather is becoming quite changeable now, and the children really do need to have a 
coat with them in school every day as you never quite know what the weather is going to do 
next. We do like to get outside at breaktimes and lunchtimes as much as we possibly can, so 
that the children get as much fresh air as possible, so a decent coat which is preferably warm 
AND waterproof is a must from now onwards. 
 
OUR AIMS AND VALUES AS A SCHOOL 
As a staff we have been working really hard ‘behind the scenes’ since the start of term, 
discussing, debating and deliberating on how to keep moving upwards as a school and 
ensuring we are forward thinking and innovative, as well as always meeting the needs of our 
children and this community that we serve. The staff here are incredibly passionate about 
this school I have found, as are the parents that I have been lucky enough to have some 
really interesting conversations with, and we really want our ethos, our values, our website, 
our lessons, our school environment and our aspirations to represent that passion. We have 
therefore reviewed and rewritten our values and our school ethos in order that we can 
properly communicate the unique features we offer as a school, and really be clear about 
who we are and what we believe in as a school, and who we want to be going forwards. 
Our AIM is still the same. We want all our children to: 

LOVE LEARNING; LOVE LIFE 
But we now have identified 6 VALUES that go around this AIM that explain what we want to 
develop in our children and our school to ensure that everyone who is part of this 
community ‘Loves Learning and Loves Life’ in all its richness. 
Those 6 VALUES that we want to work hard as a school to develop in our children are: 

CREATIVITY CURIOSITY CONFIDENCE AND COURAGE 
COMPASSION COMMUNICATION CONNECTIONS 

Although these all start with ‘C’ we haven’t chosen them just for that reason – these are the 
VALUES that we feel strongly are the ones that will help our children LOVE LEARNING AND 
LOVE LIFE. 
We will be explaining more about these 6 VALUES over the next few weeks, and finding ways 
to show you how we are going to develop each one – and hopefully some of you will be 
helping us to develop them too. For example ‘Connections’ is all about emphasising and 
strengthening our connections to our local community, to the Natural World, and to the 
global community, and we really do want to connect with you as a parent group as well as 
the wider Clyst Hydon community. 
We also really want to connect with our natural world and think about our responsibilities to 
the environment, and I know there are several of you who would really like to help with that 
part of our development as a school, which we welcome. 
So, there is lots to do going forward – all very exciting and all with the very best interests of 
our children and the whole school community at the heart of it. More to follow. 
      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 
Meanwhile – the CURIOSITY is partly about asking questions, and I really do want us to be a school where questions are 
welcomed and discussed and addressed, so if at any time you have any questions at all about anything we are doing, or 
anything you wish we were doing (or wish we weren’t doing…) then please ask. Please feel free to email me: 
jrousseau@clyst-hydon-primary.devon.sch.uk  at any point if you have a question that you would like to ask. 
 
DESIGN A SYMBOL 
Finally on this, we would really like to have a symbol and an action for each of our values. We would love to get ideas for 
these symbols from the whole school community and then we will choose the most effective ones to use for our school 
website and on certificates etc 
So, if you can think of a simple design that we could use for any of these: 
CREATIVITY CURIOSITY CONFIDENCE AND COURAGE COMPASSION COMMUNICATION CONNECTIONS 
then please could you have a go at designing one at home with your child/children and bring your ideas in by next Friday 
8th October and we will then choose the 6 designs that we feel best represent our values and we will then use them for 
our school. We want these to be ALL our values. 
 
CREATIVITY 
As a staff we have been having some long conversations about our school environment, and we really want to start to 
improve the outside space for the children. Several parents and other family members have offered to help us become 
greener and more connected to the natural world in our space and this is something we are really keen to pursue over the 
coming months. We also have an idea related to BOOKS and READING (which links to our value of CREATIVITY) for our 
outdoor space which we are keen to get going with as soon as possible and this is where we would like some help from 
you. We are going to create, all the way along our fence, big painted wooden characters from excellent and inspiring story 
books. We want the school to look inviting to everyone passing, and inspiring for our children too. But we’re going to need 
your help: Mrs Rensberg is very artistic and has said that she can draw a really big version of some fabulous characters 
from children’s literature, but she needs some BIG pieces of wood to draw these onto.  

 Do you have access to big, clean pieces of wood which would be suitable for attaching to our school fence? We 
think 1 metre x 1 ½ metres should be about the right size. We need quite a lot of pieces as it’s a long fence! If you 
are a ‘wood expert’ and could advise us as to what sort of wood would be best for this task, we’d be really grateful 
for your ideas. 

 Do you have access to any high quality outdoor paint of varying colours which could be used to paint the 
storybook characters? 

 Do you have access to any high quality outdoor varnish, something along the lines of yacht varnish, which we 
could seal and protect our creations with so they stay looking amazing for…years? 

If there is anything that you think you could help with in that list, please do get in touch – we would be so grateful. 
The last ‘ask’ is for some volunteers to come and paint the storybook characters once they have been drawn and we have 
the paint. We might do this painting one weekend, accompanied by some refreshments, like a big working party. Or if 
weekends do not work for you, we could also have some (DBS checked) painters in the library during the school day. It 
would just be like ‘colouring in’ with paint – no special painting skills required! 
Sorry, that sounds like a long list, but we want to really start work on this as soon as we can so that the outdoor space 
reflects the high quality teaching and learning going on in the indoor spaces. 
 
J Rousseau 
Head of School 
 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed 
to Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School 
Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

OWLS 
In OWLS we have been writing our own imaginative and creative books based on ‘I am Cat’ and we then used the 
computers to produce our final copy with images. We will be reading these to our parents when they are all complete. 
We have now moved on to reading an adventure book called ‘Hatchet’ and will be using this to write a diary as the main 
character Brian. He is fighting for survival in the Canadian Wilderness but many aspects of his struggle link with life in the 
Stone Age; this is our history topic, which is why I have chosen this book to read this half term – as well as the fact that it’s 
a great book! We have been learning parts of the body, colours and instructions in French, and we have played Simon 
Says (in French), as well as listening to a range of French music and passing on a cuddly rabbit whenever we hear a key 
French word in the song. The children have been brilliant at this. So far we have listened for ‘ballon’ ‘petit’ and ‘mer’ – see 
if your children can remember what they mean. They have also thrown themselves into speaking in French and there 
really are some great accents coming along - tres bien! 


