
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter 5th November 2021 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Mr O’Mahony 
Acting Executive 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents, 
I hope that you all had a lovely relaxing time with your children over the half term holiday. 
Apart from a few sniffles and coughs, they all seem quite refreshed and enthusiastic about a 
new half term’s learning. Please do remember that we still need to be ultra-cautious about 
spreading any germs around now, so if you have any doubts at all about your child not 
feeling totally well, then please do keep them at home and if appropriate also take a lateral 
flow test. We do have vulnerable staff members and also vulnerable family members in 
some of our school families so we do want to take that responsibility for each other. Thank 
you. 
Please refer to the School Association section for news on their events that have taken place 
this term. We are very thankful that we have such creative and resourceful parents 
supporting our school community. 
 
Parent Forums 
Every half term I am going to hold a parent forum for any interested parents who want to 
come along and learn a bit more about what is going on in school. Although I do try very 
hard to keep you all abreast about the main developments in school through this newsletter, 
there is only a limited space to be able to do that on a newsletter and so I thought that the 
best thing would be to have a slightly more formal session once a half term to enable me to 
talk in a bit more depth about things, and also for anyone to ask questions and make 
suggestions if you have them. I will have a focus for each Parent Forum so that you know if 
you want to come along each time, although this first one will be a more general ‘Our Plans 
for the School’. I will share the key focuses from this year’s School Development Plan which 
is written in conjunction with Steve Mellor Executive Head, and also the key areas for 
development that we have been asked to work on by OFSTED which have to also be a main 
driver of school development, as I am sure you are aware. We also have some of our own 
plans which sit alongside both of these development plans. The first Parent Forum will take 
place on Tuesday 30th November at 2.30 p.m. in the library. I hope to see as many of you 
there as possible. If you have any requests for future Parent Forums, anything that you 
would like to know more about, then please do let me know jrousseau@clyst-hydon-
primary.devon.sch.uk  
 
CONNECTIONS 
As we have mentioned before, for our children, we are really keen to make proper 
meaningful and strong CONNECTIONS outside of this school. We are keen to make 
Connections to the natural world, to the global world and to our local community. As part of 
our Natural World CONNECTION and also to link in with our school value of CURIOSITY we 
will be starting a FRIDAY WALK next week and carrying on every Friday throughout the year, 
weather permitting. We intend rotating 3 different walks around the village in order to take 
advantage of some of the different areas locally and also due to some very kind offers we 
have had from parents and friends of the school. The main focus for the walk every week will 
be on the key CURIOSITY questions: What can you see? What is different? Why are there 
differences? We will also be adding to these questions with different focuses on our walks 
throughout the year, but we want the children really looking and thinking and noticing and 
feeling Connected to the natural world and its rhythms and changes. Once we get back to 
school each week, the Puffins will be creating a physical BIG BOOK throughout the year 
called ‘A Year in Clyst Hydon’ which will contain drawings and photos and 
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called ‘A Year in Clyst Hydon’ which will contain drawings and photos and questions and answers, and the Owls will be 
creating a Blog called ‘A Year in Clyst Hydon’ which will contain their descriptions and observations and commentaries 
about the changes they see and the reasons for those changes. Over the year both classes will also be doing some 
poetry and art related to their walks. As I have mentioned before, purposeful writing is always the most valued by 
children and this Friday walk not only enables the children to take a relaxing, mindful walk each week, but we are 
hoping that the writing that comes from these walks and the vocabulary that is developed across the course of the 
year will be really meaningful and developmental for the children too. If you would like to join the children for their 
walk each week and would enjoy discussing nature and its changes with the children then we would really like to have 
you along. We intend leaving at 9.10 a.m. every Friday morning and should be back by breaktime which is 10.30 a.m. 
This might vary throughout the year, especially as the days get warmer next Spring, but that is the general idea of 
timings. HOWEVER, due to Mrs Rensberg being out of school next Friday, for one week only our FRIDAY WALK will take 
place on Wednesday next week, at 9.10 a.m. Please join us for that one if you can but after that the Friday Walk will 
always take place….on a Friday! 
 
AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT 
As you know we have been very keen to find ways to provide some after school enrichment experiences for our 
children and as you should have heard yesterday, we now have 3 days of activities being offered to our children from 
3.30 – 4.25 p.m. These are all clubs that you need to sign up for please, so that the people running them are aware of 
numbers, and if you sign up for a club please do ensure that your child attends each week unless they are ill. The 
sports club on a Thursday is a club that we have agreed to fund from our school budget for this half term, as it comes 
with a cost because it is being run by an outside provider; but if it is a club that is really enjoyed by the children, and 
you feel provides a real enrichment experience for your child, we would be able to have this as an ongoing club that 
extends throughout the year, but it would then come with a small cost from January onwards (no more than £20 per 
child per half term as we would still subsidise part of it from our school budget). So, we would be really interested to 
hear how you find all the clubs. We are still happy for any other parents/friends who might be available to come 
forward with any ongoing ideas for after school enrichment, as we really value the chance to extend the school 
curriculum after hours to provide a wealth of different opportunities for our children. 
 
COP 26 
Please do keep on saving your plastics at home, and remember to bring them all in (clean please!) on Monday. We will 
be looking at how much plastic waste we produce and then trying to find ways to reduce our plastic use. With this in 
mind, next Friday, to support School Environment Day and the end of Cop 26, we will be having a Waste Free Lunch 
day. If your child usually has a packed lunch, please can you see if you can send them in with a lunchbox full of things 
that do not produce waste. This might mean doing things like using beeswax wrapping for sandwiches if you have 
some, or putting things into re-useable plastic containers instead of clingfilm or foil. It might also mean not sending 
any ‘bags’ of crisps or biscuits etc. We look forward to seeing how creative you can be, and please do try to include 
your child in the creation of this waste free lunchbox and discussions about the alternative choices you could make to 
the usual lunchbox. Thank you. Please also don’t forget that next Friday (12th November) we are inviting parents into 
school in the afternoon to help out with some activities to celebrate School Environment Day. No special skills required 
at all, just enthusiasm! If you have any old jumpers etc that you are no longer wearing due to wear and tear, but you 
think could be recycled into cushions or such like, please bring them along. Thank you. We will start at 1.30 p.m. and 
finish at 3.00 p.m. 
 
Behaviour 
Today I am sending home the new Behaviour document that I have written for the school in conjunction with the rest 
of the staff, and with approval from Steve Mellor. This shows our school rewards and sanctions, that we use on a daily 
basis in our classrooms and all around our school. The main part of the behaviour policy is currently being re-written 
by the wider Federation Leadership Team for all the schools in the federation, but the annex to the behaviour policy, 
which I am attaching for you, is for schools to write for themselves to reflect their own individual community. Please 
have a look at it so that you understand how we promote good behaviour in our school and how we deal with any 
behaviour that is less appropriate. We have talked it through with the children in school today and relaunched it with 
them so that everyone can see we are using it in school to support a really positive and happy learning community. 
 
Thank you 
 
Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We held our first meeting of the academic year on Friday 22nd October; new officers were elected and thanks given to our 
outgoing officers. The minutes have been circulated and will shortly be available on our school website. 
Chair of School Association Clare Edwards (chsachair@clyst-hydon-primary.devon.sch.uk)  
Treasurer    Phil Wooltorton–Renouf (chsatreasurer@clyst-hydon-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Secretary    Michael Wakely-Burrows (chsasecretary@clyst-hydon-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
 
Happy Halloween! 

   
 
Fabulous Fireworks 
What a lovely night we had last night at the CHSA organised Firework Display and Get-together! Thank you so much to all 
those parents and friends of the school who came along to enjoy the craft, the delicious cakes and the wonderful firework 
display – it was so lovely to see everyone chatting and catching up with each other, and everyone seemed to be having a 
fantastic time, even if the fireworks proved a little scary for some. None of these things are easy to organise so thank you 
so much to the whole fabulous group of parents who enabled this wonderful event to take place, at very short notice. 
Thanks must especially go to Clare for organising much of the event, Mike for carrying out the risk assessment and dealing 
with other paperwork at very short notice, and of course Jamie for being brave enough to let off all the fireworks in his 
garden for all the children (and adults!) to enjoy. We really appreciate all their efforts and thank you to everyone else who  
helped out with the event, or brought your delicious cakes for everyone to enjoy. 
 

 

 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed 
to Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School 
Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

Langford Court hosted a Halloween Movie Night last weekend and 
welcomed children for an evening viewing of Hocus Pocus. 
Good times, scary stories and a copious amount of sweets were 
shared by all. 
Donations were raised and £200 will be added to the Clyst Hydon 
coffers. 
If you are interested in hosting a future fundraiser, donating or sharing 
ideas around fundraising, you're welcome to contact Cindy Chattey 
(clworley@gmail.com) to discuss. 
 

School Association 

OWLS 
 
 
 
 
 
We have started work on a new English sequence in our class linked to the book ‘The Last Bear’. This fits in with the 
thinking we are doing about our environment and Cop 26, and focuses particularly on how global warming is affecting 
polar bears. We will be finding out all about polar bears and their current plight and producing a non-chronological 
report as a polar bear expert at the end of the sequence. The children in Owls class will be having a Number Facts ‘Test’ 
on Monday morning (8th November) – they should have their purple book with all those facts in at home, because they 
brought this home with them at the end of last half term, so please can parents encourage their children to practise their 
facts before Monday? Thank you. I have also sent a game home today to help the children to practise the number facts 
with a family member in a fun way. 
 

 

                
             Firework Crafts        Viewing from a safe distance 


