
Tuesday 18th Jan  7:30pm 
School Association meeting 
by ZOOM 
 
Tuesday 1st February 
10:10am 
Mobile Library in village 
 
Breakfast Club 8 – 8:50am 
Monday – Friday 
 
Mondays  
Library Club – parents 
welcome 
3:30pm – 4:00pm 
 
There are no other After 
School Clubs at present 
 
Mon 21st – Fri 25th February 
HALF TERM 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Confidence and Courage  Creativity  Compassion  Connections  Curiosity  Communication 

Newsletter 14th January 2022 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Dear Parents and Friends of Clyst Hydon School 

The Spring term is now well underway and the children have already embarked on their new 
topics. The Puffins Class will be learning all about The Great Fire of London and Owls Class 
are going even further back in time for their history topic, and learning all about Ancient 
Greece. As much as possible and where it isn’t a tenuous link, we try to match up other 
curriculum learning to our main class topic, so that links can be made and vocabulary can be 
learnt and used in more than one subject area. You should have received your child’s class 
curriculum jigsaw for this half term with this newsletter.  
Homework – all children will be bringing home some spellings to practise and learn by heart 
each week. These spellings are really important words and are all taken from the statutory 
spelling lists that the government says children should learn at different key stages, and they 
are also words that can be commonly spelt wrong. Please encourage your child to practise 
the spellings at home, so that they can use them confidently. 
 Toys from home - We have noticed that several small toys have been brought into school 
from home, and are being played with either in class or in the playground. Occasionally 
something has gone missing and this has caused distress for the child involved. Please can 
you try to keep these toys being brought into school to an absolute minimum and make sure 
your child knows that they are not there to distract them and be played with in class. Of 
course, if a soft toy is needed to ease a child into school in the morning, this would never be 
banned, but again children do need to know that this is not to be played with in lessons.  
Thank you.  
Morning drop off – From Monday we will be doing a ‘Wake and Shake’ every morning when 
the bell goes at 9.00 a.m. so do please ensure that your child is in school by this time, as this 
is all considered part of the school day. On Wednesdays we will be having a ‘Shared Read’ 
time so there will not be a Wake and Shake that day. If, when you arrive at school, you hear 
‘Singing in the Rain’ playing, this means it is either too wet (or possibly too icy/cold) for the 
children to wait in the playground, so on those occasions, children should go straight to their 
classrooms where their teachers will be waiting for them.  
Reading and Library – This term we are having a really big push on reading in school, 
particularly opportunities to read at school, but also promoting more home reading too. We 
are going to be doing lots of fluency activities with the children as research has shown that 
learning to become a fluent and expressive reader aids comprehension greatly. We will also 
be finding more opportunities in the school day to read individually, in pairs, with adults, in 
groups and as a whole class, and we are keen to encourage a mass love of reading 
throughout the school.  We have big plans for the library as this space is going to be a core 
part of the plan and with that in mind we hope to involve the CHSA and the whole school 
community with helping us to revamp this space. We have sought the ideas of the children in 
helping us to turn it into somewhere they really want to be, rather than the slightly unloved 
space that it currently is. On Tuesday 18th January, we will be giving a short presentation 
about our library plans and also briefly summarising some of the ideas that were shared at 
the Parent Forum last half term which many of you were unable to attend. As a starter, we 
are looking to create a more relaxed, café style atmosphere, so if you have family or friends 
replacing armchairs or sofas we would love to have them. Please see a member of staff 
before bringing the furniture into school! We hope to ‘see’ several of you at the meeting to 
discuss these plans further.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Connecting to the Natural World with our Wellie Walks on Fridays – The children love getting out each week and 
exploring our local community and showing curiosity about the natural world and the changes they see. WE have a clear 
learning focus to these weekly walks which Mrs Rensberg plans. Last week we were looking at trees, the actual shapes of 
them compared to the traditional way people draw a tree. We looked at which ones had leaves at this time of year and 
which didn’t and started to name some of them. We then returned to the classroom and used the photos we had taken to 
do some close observational drawings of trees. This week our focus was on Precipitation. We try to extend our children’s 
vocabulary as part of these walks, and always have a ‘word of the week’ related to the walk.  
 
Courage and Confidence  - In our Monday assembly each week, we explore what a different school value means, and 
what we look for in order to see it in action. The school value that we have been focusing on this week is ‘Courage and 
Confidence’. In a school setting this courage is linked to ‘having a go even when the work seems tricky’ and ‘keeping going 
when it starts to feel tiring and hard’. We are trying to change our children’s vocabulary from ‘I can’t do this.’ to ‘I can’t do 
this YET.’ and ‘This is too hard for me.’ into ‘This looks like it’s going to be hard so I’m going to need some help.’ Subtle 
differences but actually very much more of a growth mindset and helping our children to have the courage needed to be 
able to embrace all the challenges that they might face in their learning. I always think that learning a musical instrument 
is very good for that understanding of ‘I can’t do this YET.’ When I used to be given a piece of new piano music as a child it 
always seemed like it was going to be so tricky, but with lots of practise and going over and over it, I always found that I 
would get there, and I think that regular experience of something that went from being very hard, to being achieved, was 
a good way of realising that you don’t have to give up just because things seem hard at first. Owls are now learning the 
recorder with Ms Liddell each week, and hopefully that will help them to experience this feeling. If there are any parents 
who would like me to explore the possibility of having a peripatetic music teacher coming to school each week to teach a 
musical instrument, then please do let me know and we can explore those options.   
 
And lastly….CURIOSITY – I thought I would share with you my ‘Question of the Week’ which one of our amazing, curious 
children asked me this week. ‘Miss Rousseau…is EVERYTHING art?’ What a fabulous question! We had a great discussion 
after this had been asked, about what art is and what makes something ‘art’, and this is why we have curiosity as one of 
our values. Being curious is about embracing life and really seeing things and thinking and reflecting and wondering – all 
fabulous qualities to greet each new day with!  
 
Have a lovely weekend.    

Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 
 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed to Domestic Abuse.  
We are an Operation Encompass School. Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 

We like to have a really happy and relaxed lunch time experience here at Clyst Hydon primary School and we make sure 
that we always eat in a really calm and friendly atmosphere, using good table manners. So that our children have 
something fun to do if they finish their lunch quite quickly, whilst their peers are finishing their lunch in a peaceful 
atmosphere, we have bought some card games that they can play in pairs or small groups. We now have some different 
versions of Dobble, Uno and Top Trumps that the children have been playing so beautifully together  - here are some 
pictures of them being used this week. Once everyone has finished eating their lunch, we pack away the games and go 
outside for the second half of lunch time. If anyone has any card games or other simple games going spare then we'd love 
to have them in school so that we can add to the collection of lunchtime games over time.  

          


