
Breakfast Club 8 – 8:50am 
Monday – Friday 
 
Mondays  
Library Club – parents 
welcome 
3:30pm – 4:00pm 
 
There are no other After 
School Clubs at present 
 
Saturday 19th February 
9am – 12noon 
Parents working party in 
the library 
 
HALF TERM 
Mon 21st – Fri 25th February 
 
World Book Week 
28th February - 4th March  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Confidence and Courage  Creativity  Compassion  Connections  Curiosity  Communication 

Newsletter 28th January 2022 
‘Love Learning, Love Life!’ 

 

Dear Parents and Friends of Clyst Hydon School 

We have had two lovely nature walks during the last two weeks. The first walk, last Friday, 
saw the intrepid Clyst Hydon children going out in the cold frosty air to investigate what the 
local area looked like covered in a hard morning frost. We talked about which areas were 
frostier than others and why this might be. We also discussed why the streams weren’t 
covered in ice – so many questions come up on these walks, it is delightful to have so many 
interesting conversations. We also went on a hunt for the moon which was just disappearing 
over the horizon. This helped us think about the moon, and its shape at different times of 
the month, and informed our afternoon activity which involved Oreos and phases of the 
moon! Your children should all have a moon diary at home and they should be drawing the 
shape of the moon (if they can see it) each day for a month. Please do ask us if you have not 
seen this! 
 
Our second walk, today, involved us looking for and listening for any birds that we could see 
in the local area as we walked. How do they move, where do they sit, how wide are their 
wings, what is their song like – again so many questions we can ask about birds when we 
really stop and think about it. The reason that we had this focus today is because it is the 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch this weekend which you can get involved in if you would like to 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/biggardenbirdwatch/2022/bgbw_guide_p
rintable_english_v2.pdf 
 
The children in Owls class did the Big School Birdwatch this week and all of the children in 
school had an assembly about birds from Ms Liddell who is a very keen member of the RSPB 
herself. 
 
If you have been into school lately (and we are happy to welcome parents back in without 
their masks now, in line with government advice, although if you feel happier wearing a 
mask we would be very happy with that too) you might have seen we have 3 birds in the 
entrance hall which come from the RSPB range and contain a recording of the real bird song 
of that bird – we are hoping to add to our collection of these RSPB birds over the next few 
months as the children have really enjoyed hearing the bird songs and it is helping them to 
learn how to identify a bird by its song. So far we have an owl and a puffin to match our class 
names and also a blackbird. However there are many more British birds that the RSPB sell 
that we would also like to collect to introduce our children to this year, and have out on 
display in the entrance hall. If anyone feels they would like to donate an RSPB bird to our 
collection then we would be incredibly grateful to have parental contributions for these - 
although please don’t feel you have to.  
https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/gifts-home/toys-games-crafting/soft-toys-puppets/singing-
soft-toys/ 
 
Each bird costs around £8 and there is a huge variety which you can see using this link. If you 
would like to buy the school a bird, please speak to Ange Stevens to discuss which bird you 
would like to contribute so that she can keep a list and we don’t end up with 10 robins – as 
beautiful as a robin’s song is! We will include any bird sponsors names in our entrance 
display area. Thank you. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Library 
It was wonderful to see some of our parents at the recent CHSA meeting where we discussed our exciting plans for our 
school library. There was a real enthusiasm for the library project from everyone there and we are so grateful to have so 
many talented and helpful parents in our school community. Our plans come in a large part from the children’s ideas and 
we hope to create library space where they cannot wait to be. The first step to creating this inspiring new library is to clear 
the space ready for painting and installing new bookshelves. We are having a Library Working ‘Party’ on the first Saturday 
of half term (19th February) where we are going to come into school and clear the space. If there are any parents or 
friends of the school who can lend us a hand on that Saturday morning between 9am and 12pm then we would be so 
grateful. It is not going to be suitable for children to help on this occasion as there will be some heavy things to move, so 
ideally if you can come along child-free that morning it would be better. We will be sorting and packing up books and 
moving furniture and it might be a dirty job so please come suitably clothed! Thank you. 
 
Have a lovely weekend.    

Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 

Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed to Domestic Abuse.  
We are an Operation Encompass School. Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 

Earlier this week, we received the following information and thought it might be pertinent to pass it on to our parents; 
keeping safe online is a very important area especially as technology continues to expand and is aimed at younger 
audiences. There are several companies that promote ‘safety shields’; this is just one of them, so please do research if you 
are thinking of installing any kind of programme that allows you to block, monitor or access your child’s technology, and 
above all, have meaningful conversations with your children about staying safe online. 
 
Important WhatsApp information for parents 

In its latest updates WhatsApp - the popular Facebook-owned chat application has stopped asking for any age verification 
for new users - meaning any child in charge of a smartphone can easily use the application to share photographs and 
videos without their parents' (or teacher's !) knowledge. 
 
What is the minimum age to legally use WhatsApp in the UK? 
In the UK you need to be 16 to legally use WhatsApp 
 
How can parents monitor their child's WhatsApp? 
WhatsApp is secure and encrypted so it cannot be intercepted. You can, however, set up a second device allowing you to participate in their chats 
and conversations. You can access the information and guide on the parentshield.co.uk website  
 
What precautions can Parents take? 
* Use a child-safe mobile network 
* Check a child's phone regularly to see what Apps are installed 
* Use Parental Controls to restrict app installation to chosen apps 
* Set privacy settings on any chat applications to restrict sharing with known contacts only 
 
Why is WhatsApp dangerous? 
By default WhatsApp allows unrestricted sharing of voice, text images and videos with any other user anywhere in the 
world. Personal information, profile picture, and even locations can easily be shared with hundreds of strangers.  
 
https://parentshield.co.uk   
 


