
Breakfast Club 8 – 8:50am 
Monday – Friday 
 
Mondays  
Library Club – with parents  
3:30pm – 4:00pm 
 
There are no other After 
School Clubs at present 
 
Wednesday 9th March 7pm 
Zoom meeting with Puffins 
parents about the 
curriculum and assessment 
tests. 
 
Thursday 10th March 
7:30pm 
School Association meeting 
Details to follow. 
 
Friday 18th March 
Red Nose Day  
(Comic Relief) 
 
Friday 8th April 
End of Spring Term 
 
Monday 25th April 
Staff Training 
 
Tuesday 26th April 
Start of Summer Term 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Confidence and Courage  Creativity  Compassion  Connections  Curiosity  Communication 

Dear Parents and Friends of Clyst Hydon School 
Thank you for being so understanding on the last day of last half term when we had to shut 
the school for the day due to the weather forecast of severe winds. These decisions are 
never taken at all lightly, but safety must always come first; as the weather forecast became 
full of warnings, and as the majority of schools in Devon had taken the decision to close, it 
was clear that we needed to do the same. We hope that this didn’t inconvenience anyone 
too much and that you all enjoyed the half term holiday that followed. 
 
Library and Reading 
We are so grateful to Phil (Henry and Polly’s Dad) who has created a really imaginative and 
professional plan for our library refurbishment. It is full of great ideas whilst also being 
practical and hopefully achievable. Thank you so much for the time you have devoted to this 
– we really appreciate it. We hope to agree the path to being able to create this, in 
conjunction with support from the CHSA, in the next few days. 
During the holidays the teachers gave up some of their free time to come into school and do 
some of the work towards making our school ‘sing’ with the joy of books and reading. Mrs 
Rensberg and Ms Liddell drew on their wonderful artistic talents to create some fabulous 
book covers to go on our doors. We hope that you have been able to see and appreciate 
these when you have come into school in recent days and we feel so fortunate to have staff 
who give so much of themselves, even during their holidays, to make the environment really 
lovely for our children. On the Saturday before we retuned to school, we were able to have 
the ‘All Hands on Deck’ library sort out day that we had had to postpone from the previous 
Saturday when the weather was too unpredictable. Miss Rousseau and Mrs Rensberg were 
ably assisted by Steve (Ayon’s Dad) and were able to clear one half of the library. There is 
still quite a lot to do in the other half of the library so if any parents have even an hour to 
spare during the school day over the next couple of weeks, we would be very grateful then 
we can get on with the more exciting job of creating a library fit for our lovely children. If 
you can help, please see Mrs Stevens and put your name down, but even if you suddenly 
find yourself with an hour free, do please come along to do some sorting out – we’d be so 
grateful, because with such a small staff we just do not have time during the school day to 
leave the children to do any ‘sorting out’. 
Paignton Zoo 
What a fantastic day we had at Paignton Zoo on Wednesday. The children were such a joy to 
take out and really enjoyed being together, experiencing something that we cannot provide 
within the school confines. We were incredibly lucky to pretty much have the zoo to 
ourselves, and although Covid and the recent inclement weather had forced the closure of a 
few areas, most of the animals showed willing and were able to provide the children with a 
really thrilling ‘wild animal’ experience. We were fortunate enough to also have some 
helpful and enthusiastic parent helpers on the day, and it felt like a really lovely school 
community trip, something that we have missed so much during the pandemic. We hope to 
have more of these sorts of trips over the course of the year, and we are so grateful to the 
CHSA for agreeing to fund a large part of the cost of the trip, so that we were all able to go. 

This week’s value is COMPASSION, we have looked at the wider world and at the current 
conflict. Katie and Rose have been very moved and have donated some of their own things 
to the Ukrainian cause. Mrs Wall has set up a drop-off zone for donations at her house, 
please contact the school for more information or see Mrs Wall at the school gate. 
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Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed to 
Domestic Abuse.  
We are an Operation Encompass School. Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or other external agencies. 
 

We are looking into the possibility of offering peripatetic music tuition to interested pupils at the school. If you would like 
your children to learn a musical instrument, (drums, guitar, violin, keyboard, brass, etc.), we can make arrangements for 
this to happen during the school day, however, please be aware that peripatetic music lessons are chargeable to the 
parent not the school. If you would like further information, please see Mrs Stevens. 
 
Mrs Stevens has very kindly bought 3 more RSPB birds for our school nature shelves, which will help our children identify 
more birds by their songs. Thank you Mrs Stevens! They are a Song Thrush, Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Blue Tit so if 
you were thinking of buying a bird for school then please be aware that we now have a puffin, an owl, a blackbird, 
woodpecker, song thrush and blue tit. Mrs Stevens has a list in her office of all the available birds which is quite extensive. 
 
Would you be able to help out with transporting children to and from events and activities? We are looking for a few 
willing parents to help reduce the costs of taking the children to offsite experiences. If you think you may be able to help, 
please see Mrs Stevens for the relevant forms; we would need to see your insurance, driving license and your car details, 
we would also need to complete an enhanced DBS check as part of our health, safety and safeguarding procedures. Thank 
you. 
 

 

World Book Week 
We celebrated the 25th anniversary of World Book Day with a ‘World Book Week’ full of exciting and inspiring book- 
related events. We welcomed local author Anne Parsons to school on Monday 28th February to kick start the week. Anne 
read an excerpt from her latest book, ‘Archie, Wait!’ with the children, helped the Puffins to produce a greetings card 
based on a storybook and led a creative writing workshop with our Owls class. Mrs Rensberg, who is our literacy subject 
leader, arranged an Alice in Wonderland inspired tea party on Thursday afternoon; we did some ‘teacher swaps’ where 
the teacher from one class came and read to the children in the other class; and the children worked together creating 
puppet theatres within which to retell some famous picture book stories. The children all have a £1 world book day 
voucher which they can now exchange for one of the World Book Day books (some of which we heard about during the 
World Book Day live lessons) or they can use in exchange for £1 off a book of their choice. Don’t forget to use them! We 
are also going to buy a copy of the World Book Day books for our new school library. 

Finally ,we are celebrating the children in our school, for their amazing ideas and CURIOSITY which is one of our school 
values that we try to always promote. Here are the best CURIOSITY questions I have been asked this week. 

“Where do you make feelings”? and “Can you colour air”? 

Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Recommended books 

This week we have chosen two books, the first recommendation is for Key Stage 2 

 

Jelly and her family live in Chompton-on-de-Lyte, where everyone loves a Chocablocka bar or two 
- so when the end of chocolate is announced, she can't believe it. 

Determined to investigate, Jelly and her gran follow a trail of clues to a posh chocolate shop and 
its owner, the pompous Garibaldi Chocolati. Gari's suspiciously smug, despite his failing business 
and yucky chocolate. 

Is it really the chocopocalypse, or is there a chocoplot afoot? 

 

Recommendation for Key Stage 1 

 

Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl there ever was, except for one thing – he is afraid 
of the dark. "Dark is nasty" he says and so he won't go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl 
sends him down from his nest-hole to ask about the dark and he meets a little boy waiting for the 
fireworks to begin, an old lady, a scout out camping, a girl who tells him about Father Christmas, a 
man with a telescope and a black cat who takes him exploring. He realizes that through these 
encounters that dark is super after all. 


