
  

CLUBS 
Tuesday Tennis Club with 
Mr Foster. This is the last 
one on 28th June. 
3:30pm – 4:15pm 
 
OTHER: 
 
SWIMMING: 
 
We will go back to 
swimming on WEDNESDAYS 
on 29th June and 6th July. 
Remember a packed lunch. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
School reports to go home 
by 1st July 2022. 
 
Parents evenings to discuss 
the reports to be held w/c 
4th July 2022. 
 
PARENT FORUM: 
 
The next Parent Forum will 
be held on Tuesday 12th July 
2022 at 2.45pm – 3.30pm, 
and 5.30-6.15pm. 

SPORTS DAY: 

14TH July 9.30 – 11.30am 

and picnic on the Sports 

field. You can order a 

school packed lunch 48 

hours before if you would 

prefer. 

END OF YEAR 

PRESENTATION: 

Thursday 21st July 2pm. 

The school end of year 

presentation to parents and 

friends of the school.  

 

Dear Parents and carers and friends of Clyst Hydon Primary School 

School Values of the Week  

Last Week: Confidence and Courage:  

Last week we focused on the value of Confidence and Courage and for our assembly we 

discussed the importance of being able to have confidence in yourself and who you are. We 

discussed how everyone else can support their fellow class and school friends to have 

confidence in themselves, by becoming a confidence-booster of others rather than a 

confidence-depleter. In Owls Class, the whole class have won the certificate of the week this 

week, for Confidence and Courage. They attended the Culm Valley Sports Day at Uffculme 

School last week and they were simply amazing in every possible way. They supported each 

other like the best ever confidence-boosters: running around the track beside their 

classmates if they were struggling in one of the long-distance races, or cheering from the 

side-lines during the sprints. They also showed confidence in taking part in events that were 

really challenging, in racing against children older than themselves, and for keeping going 

even when a long race seemed like a really uphill task. I was immensely proud of them all, 

and although we were never going to win the overall cup as we didn’t have enough children 

to enter every event, we did very well in some of the individual events – some real sporting 

greats in the making I’d say! Have a look at the photos at the end of the newsletter where 

you will see the children throwing themselves into their events, and also supporting each 

other.  

In Puffins Class the Year 1 children, Evelyn and Henry, won certificate of the week for 

confidence and courage. They have shown great confidence as Mrs Rensburg has been 

challenging them with some of the Year 2 maths work in their lessons. They have tackled 

this work with courage and confidence and shown some great ability.  

This week: Creativity :  

This week the value we have been focusing on is Creativity. We discussed the difference 

between making and creating and the children are going to try to think which of these they 

are doing during the week and use the correct word to describe their actions. Do you make 

dinner in the evening, or do you create a meal? We talked about creating meaning that you 

are making something usually that no-one else has ever made, or maybe even could make. 

We also discussed the different ways that we can be creative, and I showed them some 

photos that I had printed out of them being creative at lunchtimes. One of the most creative 

lunchtimes I remember recently was when they found a pile of cardboard boxes that we 

were throwing out…..such fun was had creating new inventions out of these – and of course 

they are great fun for getting inside! If you have any BIG clean cardboard boxes that you 

were going to throw out, please could you break them down flat and let us have them for 

future lunchtime projects – child size would be perfect!!  
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In Owls class we have also been creative in our English lessons this week. We have started learning about 

metaphors and similes to help us with a piece of suspense writing we are doing. We started this work by 

reading a poem called ‘Six Ways to Look at the Moon’ by Pie Corbett and then we thought of our own 

metaphors to describe the moon. Here is the Owl’s Class metaphor poem. They wrote a line each: 

Metaphor Poem – Six Ways to Look at the Moon (Owl’s version) 

The moon is a snowy owl gazing at the distant earth 

The moon is an icy pearl banana hiding in a dark fridge 

The moon is a circle of white chocolate dropped upon black tarmac 

The moon is a white horse riding across the raven sky 

The moon is a white dog huddling in a black bed 

The moon is a yellow banana sitting in dark chocolate 

Rose and Isla win Certificate of the Week this week for Creativity for their very funny and creative rap all 

about Boris Johnson that they decided to make up, unprompted, as ‘The Sunny Sisters’ one lunchtime 

recently. It was performed in the playground with real enthusiasm. In Puffins Class Katie, Evelyn and Aurora 

win the certificate of the week for their incredible book that they created together inspired by ‘The Tear 

Thief’. They shared the roles of author and illustrator and they were so proud of it.  

All through the week I have been greeted by so many children in school saying to me ‘Miss Rousseau I 

created….’ so they definitely are starting to use this word totally naturally which shows me that it has 

become part of their internal thesaurus.  

This is what we hope will happen with all of our ‘Word of the Week’ words that I share in assembly each 

Monday’. So far we have learnt: a plethora of, exhilarated, breath-taking, scorching, dispersed, staggering, 

opinion, sweltering and create. I hope you have heard your children use some of those at home – they are 

certainly using them at school a great deal.  

Here are the children with their lunchtime Cardboard Creations 

   



     
 

Thank yous 

Tennis  

We would like to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU to Rik Foster who has run a fantastic tennis club for 

the children this term. I didn’t actually realise that he is quite the tennis champion and because of 

that, and because he is due to play at Wimbledon imminently (watch out for him in the senior 

matches!), next Tuesday (28th June) will be the last tennis club session this term. The children have 

loved his sessions and although we have been having our staff meetings whilst the club has been 

going on, we have heard and seen lots of moments from the sessions and the children have been 

having a really great time whilst also learning some great skills. How lucky we have been to have 

been able to have such a well-qualified coach for the tennis club! Thank you Rik!  

Library 

I would also like to extend a MASSIVE THANK YOU to Steve Mariner who has worked so hard for the 

school creating our library using the plans and ideas that were started by the children, developed 

so brilliantly by Phil and then put together with help from so many of you. His TREE house just gets 

better and better and the children are really enjoying spending time perched in it. Our costume 

cupboard is just about ready to be filled up and Steve has also hung a donated hat rack from Clare 

and Jamie where we will put other accessories for the children to become characters from their 

books. This whilst also holding down his own job and being a parent – and a governor! We are so 

lucky to have such a supportive school community – it really does make such a big difference.  

On that note : CHSA.  

With a new school year fast approaching we are thinking it is probably time to relaunch the CHSA 

(Clyst Hydon School Association). Perhaps time to review what we want from the CHSA, what sort 

of time people can give to it and whether there is now something else specific that we want to start 

raising funds for. We have not had that many school events led by the CHSA this year and now that 

Covid is hopefully not stopping as many things as it previously did, is it time to set up some school 

events for fundraising and also so that the school community can get together socially rather than 

always just for a school show etc? A questionnaire will be going out to collect your thoughts in the 

next few days and we would appreciate you filling that in so that we can discuss where we want to 

go next with the CHSA. Thank you.  

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Puffins Class, together with the new starters, will be having a Teddy Bear’s Picnic next Thursday 

(30th June) on the cricket  field from 2pm – 3pm. All parents of the children in Puffins Class are 

welcome to join the children there.  

 

 

 



 Monitoring visit 
 
I thought you would like to know that we had a Key Stage 1 monitoring visit from Devon County 
Council last Friday. 25% of schools in the country are monitored for their SATs results every 
year, and this year we were chosen as a school to have our Year 2 results monitored. Mrs 
Rensburg had an afternoon meeting with someone from Devon County Council and I am 
pleased to say that not only did the monitor agree that Mrs Rensburg had made accurate 
judgements about the levels of her children's work, but she said that the writing she saw in our 
Year 2 children's books was some of the best she had seen, to the point where she asked for 
some copies of the work so it could be used as a model for other schools in Devon. 
Congratulations must go to our hard-working Year 2 children, and most of all to Mrs Rensburg 
who, as we all know, is an excellent teacher who we are lucky to have teaching Puffins Class, 
but it is fantastic that this has now been recognised by Devon County Council as well.  
 
Joanna Rousseau 
Head of School 

Culm Valley Sports Day 

 

               
 

      
 
 

      
 



 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

The winners of our Creativity certificates, this week are:                 

Rose, Isla, Katie, Aurora and Evelyn. 
 
Rose and Isla win Certificate of the Week this week for Creativity for their very funny and creative rap all about 

Boris Johnson that they decided to make up, unprompted, as ‘The Sunny Sisters’ one lunchtime recently. It was 

performed in the playground with real enthusiasm. 

 In Puffins Class Katie, Evelyn and Aurora win the certificate of the week for their incredible book that they created 

together inspired by ‘The Tear Thief’. They shared the roles of author and illustrator and they were so proud of it.  

The winners for our Confidence and Courage certificates are: Owls class, and Evelyn and Henry in Puffins 

class.  

In Owls Class, the whole class have won the certificate of the week this week, for Confidence and Courage. They 

attended the Culm Valley Sports Day at Uffculme School last week and they were simply amazing in every possible 

way.  

Evelyn and Henry have shown great confidence as Mrs Rensburg has been challenging them with some of the Year 

2 maths work in their lessons. They have tackled this work with courage and confidence and shown some great 

ability.  

 

Finally, a message from Mr Parsons, SENDCo Devon Moors Federation. 
 
“This week I would like to signpost parents and carers to: 
Holiday Activities and Food Summer '22 Programme on page 1 of Snippets, and the Devon FA Youth 
Inclusive Football on page 5.” 
 
The Snippets document is attached to the email to parents. 
 
 

 
Safeguarding and Child Protection is extremely important to us. Supporting children and young people exposed to 
Domestic Abuse. We are an Operation Encompass School. Occasionally we may need to make a referral to CYPS or 
other external agencies. 
Please see our website for details of current vacancies. 
 
 

           

 

 


